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Two girls, orphaned in a fire tragedy at Dale Farm, are appealing for help 
to save their homes being bulldozed by Basildon council. 

A Public Inquiry is set to be held next month to decide the fate of Melissa 
and Rosemary McCarthy's yard at 27 Oak Lane, along with those of nine 
other homes in the Dale Farm village. 

Together they are faced with the problem of raising £3,000 by October 1 
to meet the fees of planning representatives who will put their case 
during three days of hearings starting 2 October. 

At stake is the issue of whether or not retrogresive planning permission 
should be granted to the two girls and other residents, many of whom 
have lived at Dale Farm for upwards of seven years. 

Both Melissa and Rosemary have attended local schools. 

Despite having promised to leave the girls alone after their parents died, 
Basildon District Council, which is bent on the ethnic-cleansing 150 Gypsy 
families from the area, served an Enforcedment Notice on Melissa to quit 
by 6 July. 

After obtaining Legal Aid, the McCarthys were able through solicior Keith 
Lomax to pusuade a judge to grant a judicial review. This is to be heard in 
February 2008. But no assistance is available for the public inquiry, which 
will settle the crucial planning issue for the next three years. 

"We're under very great distress with the eviction handing over us," says 
Kathleen McCarthy, Melissa's aunt. "I hope that people will help the girls 
meet the cost of this inquiry." 

Mrs McCarthy, who is vice-chair of Dale Farm Housing Association and a 
governor on Crays Hill Primary School, is leading the fight to save Dale 
Farm from destruction. 

Residents yesterday (3 Sept) pledged £900 to the fund and Travellers 
currently away working in France and Germany are being contacted to 
contribute their shares. 

Please send cheques made out to: 

SouthWestLaw 

c/o 1 John Harper Street 
Colchester COl 1RP 
Essex (UK) 



